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ar mais: discussed by panel 


Addition of another 
shuttle run has not 


solved problems 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


Several issues regarding the 
campus to campus. shuttle were 
addressed by a panel of NECC stu- 
dents sponsored by the Student for a 


Democratic Society (SDS) on April’ 


9. Among the problems addressed by 
many upset students was the lack of 
availability and limited times of the 
shuttle. 

The hours of the shuttle used to 
run from 7:15 a.m. until 10:30 p.m. 
Now, the last shuttle leaves Haverhill 
at 3 p.m. 

The college recently added the 3 
p-m. Haverhill to Lawrence shuttle 
run after concerns were expressed by 


Spring in full bloom : 


faculty members about students leav- 
ing class early to try to make the last 
shuttle at 2 p.m. The college also 
responded to complaints that the 
demand for the last shuttle had often 
exceeded capacity. 

Vice President of Administration 
and Finance Sue Wolfe hoped this 


change would address these issues, 


however according to students who 
spoke out at the panel, these concerns 
still exist. 

“Already, students are competing 
for limited spaces on these shuttles, 
and there are not enough seats for 
everyone,”said President of SDS 
Nigel Mainville. 

Many students said others con- 
tested for the first rights to seats, 
often pushing and shoving each other 
for a spot on the shuttle. 

“They push a lot especially 
around one (in the afternoon) and in 
the morning,” said Angie Negron, an 
NECC student. 


Chomsky speaks to 
large crowd at NECC 


‘We shouldn't 
ridicule Tea Party,’ 
Chomsky says 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


MIT Professor Noam Chomsky, 
expert on the subjects of political 
activism, influence of the media and 
power politics, spoke to a crowd of 
hundreds of at NECC on the emer- 
gence and appeal of the right-wing 
media on Wednesday, April 14, ironi- 
cally on the same day former Alaska 
Governor Sarah Palin spoke a crowd 
of thousands at a Tea Party rally in 
Boston. 

Chomsky and Palin discussed 
similar concerns - the surging costs of 
entitlements such as health care, the 
increasing deficit, corporate bailouts 
and distrust of government and insti- 
tutions - albeit from different points- 
of-view. 

In his discussion, Chomsky 
explained how the right-wing media 
helped the Tea Party movement attract 
such a wide audience. 

Chomsky said the right-wing 


~ media try to appeal to the general pop- 


ulation, unlike the mainstream media, 
which he believes appeals to a privi- 
leged, political class. 

“They. have a lot of appeal,” he 
said. “About half the population think 
the Tea Party movement expresses 
their views. It's a view of antagonism, 
‘nothing works so let's throw it all out. 
Trust in institutions has declined 
steadily.” 


Other students arrive early to 
catch the shuttle in an attempt to 
dodge the competition for seats. 
However, the sizes of the shuttle 
doesn't allow many people to ride in 
between campuses at the same time. 
The lack of seats is a major cause of 
problems for shuttle passengers. 

“T always get there early because 
security told me first come, first 
serve,” said Brenda Estrada, an 
NECC student. 

Despite arriving early for the 
shuttle Estrada missed her classes 
because the room wasn't there to 
accommodate everybody. — 

Another NECC student Sue 
Porkola lives in Amesbury and plans 
on entering the nursing program in 
the fall. The courses to obtain a 
degree in nursing are offered on the 
Lawrence but, Porkola. can only 
afford to travel to Haverhill and can't 
get to Lawrence. 

“T think if they offer a class they 
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An overflow crowd gathered to listen to Noam 
Chomsky in the Tech Center on Wednesday, April 14. 


Chomsky said the Tea Part move- 

ment was fueled by this “rabid 
demography.” 
. “The population is very angry, 
there's a hostility. It's understandable, 
there's good reason,” Chomsky said. 
“For the majority of the population 
income wages have stagnated, hours 
and benefits declined, and they're 
dealing with collapsing support sys- 
tems.” 

Chomsky was sympathetic 
towards these enraged citizens. 

“These are all reasons for people 
to be quite angry,” he said. “And you 
get things like the Tea Party move- 
ment. We shouldn't ridicule them, it's 
reflecting very authentic grievances. 
People want answers. They get 
answers from Sarah Palin and Rush 
Limbaugh. It's a crazy answer but at 
least it's an answer. It attracts people.” 


should offer transportation for it” 
said Porkola. 

Theater Professor Jim Murphy, 
chair of the Student Affairs 
Committee, expressed concern the 
reduced shuttle service would lessen 
opportunities for students, especially 
on the Lawrence campus. 

“Eliminating later shuttle times 
also limits the times at which stu- 
dents can take classes. The demand is 
there,” said Mainville. 

The cut back of the shuttle hours 
has already limited the options for 
some students. Many stated they 
must schedule their days and 
finances for getting alternate forms 
of transportation. 

“One student...wrote to me 
explaining her story. She's a single 
mother with no car because she has a 
tight schedule, no child care, and 
cannot depend on the unreliable shut- 
tle service, she must pay expensive 
taxi fairs to commute to school,” said 


Chomsky spoke for approximate- 
ly an hour, followed a half-hour ques- 
tion and answer period. 

Professor Andrew Morse felt the 
event was a great opportunity for the 
NECC community. 

“T thought it was terrific. Our stu- 
dents asked some very excellent ques- 
tions,” he said. “It shows our student 
body is very politically aware and 
interested in these issues.” 

The event was co-sponsored by 
the Contemporary Affairs Club, 
Students for a Democratic Society and 
Amnesty International. 

“It's the biggest crowd we'ye got- 
ten for any speaker the club has 


done,” said Professor Stephen 
Russell. “It exceeded all expecta- 
tions.” 


Approximately 300 students, fac- 


ulty and staff attended the discussion. 


Mainville. “Public transportation 
from the MVRTA has a very limited 
schedule and coverage, and is not 
always a feasible alternative.” 

Mainville went on to explain how 
the shuttle would help students in this 
situation. 

“The shuttle allows those stu- 
dents who do not own a car fo travel 
between campuses free of charge,” 
said Mainville. “This especially helps 
students with low incomes by elimi- 
nating transportation costs for them.” 

The question of whether the shut- 
tle hours will fully be reinstated in 
the future remains unclear at the 
moment. Wolfe cited budget con- 
straints as the reason. 

The Student Senate is currently 
compiling a survey regarding the 
shuttle for its passengers. Students. 
for a Democratic Society encourages 
all students to come forward and 
share their concerns. 
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Don’t expect less from 


a community college 


Often times, community colleges 
are perceived as second-rate schools 
compared to four-year colleges and 
universities. This kind of thinking, 
whether by outsiders or insiders at 
the community college, is erroneous 
and can limit the opportunities pre- 
sented to students. 

Here at NECC, the opportunities 
presented to students are often on par 
with, and sometimes surpassing, 
those available at a four-year college. 

One example is the recent lecture 
by MIT Professor Noam Chomsky at 
NECC. This was an opportunity for 
the NECC community to hear a 


presented with intellectual ideas in 
the spirit of academic discussion that 
was not targeted at all to any sort of 
lesser audience or understanding 
because it was at a community col- 
lege. This was expecting a lot of our 
students, and rightfully so as the stu- 
dents certainly gave a lot in return. 
The large turnout of students proved 
to be thoughtful, engaged and 
insightful. ~ 

Whether one agreed with 
Chomsky's ideas or not, members of 
the NECC community, especially the 
administrators and faculty who were 
not present at the lecture, should be 
proud to see how capable and eager 
NECC students truly are. 
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These administrators and faculty 
should expect more from community 
college students, beeause we certain- , 
ly expect more from them. tog. Xi oe jee , 
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renowned lecturer who often speaks 
at “renowned” colleges such and 
Harvard and Columbia University. It 
was an opportunity for students to be 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifica- 
tion. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line or 
risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


Shai Woodman ‘Laura Cabrena | So Jones-Downing 
P - Biology Criminal Justice Liberal Arts 
WinEe We SiterOE IG PUP aad “Well, ’'m getting my associate’s “I’m thinking of summer.” “I’m coping by staying busy.” 


and I’m ready to transfer.” 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Where the goodness go? 


People in society are 
only concerned with 
themselves 


By JENNIFER JOAN FAY 
Correspondent 


As MIT professor Noam 
Chomsky pointed- out on 
Monday, April 14, society 
seems to have gone downhill 
with regards to people being 
courteous and helpful to others. 

Last summer, I came to the 
school to register for fall class- 
es and pick up my books. I 
brought my son along, being 
that I am a single mother and 
his sole caretaker. 
| have had to bring my son 
to the school several times for 
short visits, and never actually 

_ noticed there being a ramp in 
the front part of the school at 
the student center. 

The reason is because there 
is no ramp there. 

If you want to get into the 
student center with a stroller or 
wheelchair, you have to park on 
the side of the building and 
walk ever so slightly further 
than you would if there had 
been a ramp in the front. 

Not only is this ridiculous 
. because it makes for a much 
-more inconvenient situation for 
those with a wheelchair or 


stroller, but it also shows how 


some people just don't care 
about helping. 

I was unaware of the alter- 
“nate entrance because of its 
inconvenient and inconspicuous 


location. 

I was desperately struggling 
to navigate the large stroller up 
and down the stairs with little 
to no help from anyone as they 
went passing by rudely while I 
continued to struggle with a 20 


“pound, year old child, and with 


me weighing only 100 pounds. 

I remember particularly hav- 
ing extra trouble going up the 
stairs to head back to my car in 
the. front parking lot of the stu- 
dent center. 

I noticed a guy right at the 
door probably -in his twenties 
with long, brown hair in a pony 
tail, skinny, looking slightly 
clueless while ‘staring right at 
me, talking on the cell phone. 

He did not even bother hold- 
ing the door open for a woman 
with a stroller and her son.. 

I managed to maneuver the 
door open myself feeling quite 
perplexed. If that wasn't bad 
enough, a young Asian girl 
probably only about nineteen, 
came racing out the set of doors 
and ran right past us, while I 
obviously continued to fumble 
the stroller up the steps. 

There were at least one or 
two other people that just 
stared off into space and did not 
help. 3 

Finally, out of the blue, a 


~ woman in her thirties, blonde 


long wavy hair, casually 
dressed in jeans, came out of 
the building on her way out, and 
surprisingly offered to help. 

I was certainly relieved and 
grateful at that point, but also 
was expectedly quite angry. 
More confused than anything I 
just accepted the benevolence 
of this woman, and went on 


with my day. 

The fact is that I, personal- 
ly, always help people when I 
see them in need, especially 
with children, and would never 
allow this to happen. 

This is because I am a human 
being with a conscience and a 
heart, not.a zombie,. unlike what 
is seen in a lot of people in 
today's world. 

It's simply. disgusting that this 
society has come to be more 
selfish than anything else. 

If people had any compassion 
left in them, they would feel 
ashamed rather than be oblivi- 
ous to the world around them. 

As Noam Chomsky explained 
in great detail with his visit to 
us, people are bothered by help- 


ing people and would prefer not 


to, that is why any kind of sym- 
pathy like a health care bill or 
social security is constantly 
being fought. 

“Social Security is being 
attacked because it is based on 
sympathy and mutual support. 
They want people to follow 
orders, take care of themselves, 
and not care about anyone 
else,“ said Chomsky. 

Peoplé just don't want to help 
others anymore, only them- 
selves. 


This has been made quite 


apparent to me in my lifetime. 
As sad as that may be, 
tainly seems to be the sad state 
of things. 

“The Peter Petersons of the 
world don't approve of entitle- 
ment because they don't benefit 
from it nor do the companies 
they work for,” said Chomsky. 


it cer- 
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A sign notifies students and guests of the alternate 
entrance at the back of the One Stop Center. However, 
it takes approximately three extra minutes from this 
point to reach the alternative entrance. 


In praise of 
Aaron Foss 


To the Editor, 


_ I wanted to give praise where I 
think it is deserved. The Observer has 
been an excellent paper as far as I am 
concemed. I wanted to specifically 
point out the work of Aaron Foss. 

Aaron's articles have been my 
favorite part of the paper each time I 
pick it up. 

His work has been consistent 
throughout the last two semesters I've 
read the Observer. His opinions are 
well stated and often he makes me 
laugh with his wit. 

His standing up to the adminis- 
tration in his article on the school's 
bizarre snow day policies was my 
favorite article that I've read this 
semester because it was just very 
true. Safety should always be a pri- 
ority. 

Whatever his stance is, he 
seems to have a great deal of com- 
mon sense in his writing and that is 


why I enjoy it. 
Keep up the great job. The 
Observer is doing fine. 


Sincerely, 


Joshua K. Lewis 
Concerned Reader 


.| Remembrance Day”, 


Swastikas on 


bulletin boards 
are disrespectful 


To the Editor, 


On NECC's event calendar 
“Yom Hashoah” is listed. If you do 
not know, it is “Holocaust 
the day we 
mourn the loss of millions of 
human beings, killed because they 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns to 
the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


were Jews, gypsies, homosexuals, 
handicapped or because they pro- 
tected those belonging to those 
groups. 

Today, we also mourn the death 
of Poland's president and much of 
the civilian and military leader~ 
ship, when many of these 
people have tried hard to overcome 
the pain and suffering that had 
been perpetrated in their land. 

Today, until September 2010, 
the NECC bulletins will continue 
to advertise a History course with 
swastikas on them. 

Most of the civilized world has 
banished swastikas from display 
because they were on Nazi 
Germany's flags, on the armbands 
of Nazis: who tortured and killed 
people just because of who they 
were. 


Anybody who has been a victim 
of Nazi Germany, or who has fam- 
ily members who have been vic- 


- tims, shudders every time they see 


that symbol. 

Maybe it is time to ask the mem- 
bers of the NECC community, each 
and ever one of us, how we feel 
about those course announce- 
ments? 


Sincerely, 
Ethel Schuster, Ph.D. 


Department of Computer 
Information Sciences 
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Texting and driving are a lethal mix 


Texting behind the 
wheel causes many 
unnecessary deaths 


By FELICIA DAHN 
Correspondent 


Statistics prove 
that the 
chances of 


involved in a 
plane crash are 
about 1 in 11 
million, while 
odds of being 
killed in a car 
accident are 1 
in 5000, which means that for most 
of us driving is the most dangerous 
thing we do each day. 

Due in large part'to the recent 
number of people texting behind the 
wheel, car accidents are currently 
the leading cause of death for 
American teenagers: the number ‘of 
fatalities higher than those caused 
by drugs, alcohol, diseases, and guns 
combined. 

In a study conducted by the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, one in three drivers 
ages 18-34 admit to texting behind 
the wheel, which increases the odds 
of death by car accident to 1 in every 
1500. 

Last year alone over 500,000 


injuries caused by texting related 


accidents were reported to Liberty 


Mutual, as well as a few thousand 
fatalities, and that number is expect- 
ed to triple this year. 

“The human brain isn't equipped 
to concentrate on two things simul- 
taneously,” neuroscientist René 
Marois, Ph.D., associate professor 
of psychology at Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville says of the 
dangerous habit. 

So why do young people put their 
lives and the lives of other drivers at 
risk to send a text message? 

“In the moment, responding to a 
text is important enough to override 
the knowledge that it 's dangerous,” 
said Lauren Wain, a student at 
NECC: 

49 percent of people under the age 
of 25 agree, saying that they under- 
stand the potential dangers of tex- 


ting but do it anyway because they | 


feel like they are in control. - 

Many students equate texting 
and driving to listening to the radio 
or drinking coffee in the car, when 
actually the distraction level makes 
texting as dangerous as drunk driv- 
ing. 

“Here and there I'll respond to a 
text while I'm at a light or stopped, 


_but nothing ever seems urgent 


enough that I can't wait until I'm 
done driving to respond,” said 
Stefanie Auchterlonie, also a NECC 
student. 

In the time it takes to respond to 
a text message (on average, 4.6 sec- 
onds) you will have driven the 
length of a football field without 
focusing entirely on the road. 


Feeling less safe 


About 35 percent of U.S. drivers say they feel less safe today than std 
did five years ago. Some of the reasons why: 


Percent of drivers who feei very threaten by other drivers who ... 


Talk on cell phone 

Text message or e-mail 
Do not pay attention 

Drive aggressively 

Drive over the speed limit 
Drive after drinking alcohol 


72 88% 
719% 


= 90% 
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In the past 30 days, drivers who fairly often or regularly ... 


Talked on cell phone 7 

Read or sent text message, e-mail 
Drove 15 mph over limit, freeway [7 
Tailgated another driver |, 


i 28% 


15% 


Went through light that just turned red | 3% 


Most students admit that they feel 
in control while they text, and that 
they type so fast if doesn't affect 


- their concentration, but studies show 


that when the mind is focused on 
messaging peripheral vision is 
almost entirely cut off, resulting in 
accidents. . 

Texting is not only dangerous for 
the driver and passengers in your 
car, but for every other driver on the 
road who is accountable for their 


own actions and trusts that you are 
too. 

States are beginning to crack down 
on punishments for deaths caused by 


- texting drivers, and cases could be 


treated as murder in the second 
degree and require jail time. 

“Tt's frustrating when I find myself 
doing it at times because I know the 
dangers. It's terrifying when you 
actually think about’ it,” 
Auchterlonie said. 


© 2009 MCT - 
Source: AAA 
Foundation for 
Traffic Safety 
Graphic: Melina 
. Yingling 
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The next time you get a message 


in the car, ask yourself this: is tex- 
ting your friend to say that you're on 


_ your way over worth jeopardizing 
your own life? Is it worth potential- ~ 


ly killing someone's mother, father, 
brother, grandmother or child? 

One text could end your life, 
could take the life of : someone else 


that wasn't texting, or could land you, 


in jail for homicide. Is it worth it? 


Ways to talk your way out of failure 


Foolproof excuses to 
use on all your nice, 
sympathetic teachers 
By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


FF Be 
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Do you feel 
_ your to-do list 
| growing by the 
CuO muda? 
specially 
hose seven 


lab 
reports due in 


one hour. 


I am an annoyed student just 
like you and sick of professor who 
don’t understand our pain. Everyone 
knows our professors wouldn’t 
mind forcing us retake the course 
and endure all the torturous hours of 
listening to their boring lectures, 
agian. 

So when the time comes to hand 
in your assignment and you “forgot” 
to complete it, what is there to do? 

Some great advice is to lie about 
it and make up excuses. It doesn’t 
matter how stupid they sound. 

It doesn't matter if your lies sound 
ridiculous. 

Below is a list of excuses and dis- 
tractions if you show up to class 


without your assignment. You might 
laugh but they just might save you 
from failing 

Just keep in mind some excuses 
work better on young, sympathetic 
professor and if all else fails, the 
option of transferring is always 
open. 

1) A Monster was under my bed 
and I couldn't get out safely to 
work on my paper. 

Not kidding. In the middle of the 
night, you were working on your 
project, typing away. Your eyes 
were starting to shut and fantasies of 
tropical vacations were starting 
arise. 

Suddenly your realize you have 
to get this project done, If not your 
professor is going to give you a 


giant F permanently on your tran- . 


script. So you reach for your that 
hefty dose of liquid caffeinated 
sugar, only to find that you already 
drank the energy drink four hours 
ago and threw the can under your 
bed. It's too late to drive to the store 


considering 3 a.m. is fast approach- 


ing and driving while sleeping is 
extremely harmful to others. 

You decided resting your eyes 
couldn’t hurt. In five seconds flat 
you're asleep and didn’t wake up 
until ten this morning. 

Unfortunately, it is now the due 
date of the paper and the possibility 
of finishing it isn't there. 

Quick tip: It really helps if you 
move your head dramatically while 


presenting this argument. Don't hud- 
dle into the fetal position, your pro- 
fessors can sense your fear. 
2) My smart, nerdy stalker left 
town and won’t text me back. 
So the guy (or girl) who has a 
crush on you kept bugging you for 


your number. 


Finally, being the mastermind 
you are, you finally caved. 
However, it was with the stipulation 
that their doting text messages con-. 
tained some rather specific vocabu- 
lary words. 

Sadly, they finally realized that 
you were only using them to get an 
A. So they won’t answer your phone 
calls or give you the project 

Quick tip: Start crying hysterical- 
ly because it will make you seem 
more heartbroken. How could a 
teacher possibly fail you under 
those circumstances? 

3) You’re a professor, how could 
you lie about the due date! 

Just start yelling in the middle of 
class that the due date was suppose 
to be two weeks from now. 

Others in your situation may join 
in. Whenever someone is getting 
verbally attacked by a high volume 
of angry people they will start to 
feel guilty. 

Your professor may feel sympathy 
for you. If not confront them after 
class and start whispering “I trusted 
you”. 

This may seem like a horrible 
break up and stir up some emotions 


excuse to get an Ain one of your courses. 


inside them, which could led to a 
free pass. 

Quick tip: Make things as person- 
al as possible. Call your professor 
by there first name and add a O at 
the end, like Steve-O or Susan-O. 
Be sure to make some non-threaten- 
ing physical contact, like grabbing 
their arm or touching their hands. 

The result will make the profes- 
sor extremely uncomfortable and 
will force them to get out of the sit- 
uation as quickly as possible. - 

4) Hm, there seems to be some- 
thing happening in the hallway. 


The lack of energy drinks on hand may just be the 


ra 
If all the excuses above fail then 
walk into the hallway and say you 
thought you saw something strange. 
Make sure you say that you are 
going to be back then don’t come 


’ back. For all that is good and holy 


run for your life. 

Quick tip: For optimal running 
power, just pretend someone is 
chasing you with a chainsaw. 

Actually I have a better tip, just 
don’t show up to classand save 
yourself all the embrassment. If you 
are going to fail, do it the right way 
and take a beach day. 
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Are you ready Don 


summer to come? 


By MARIA METRAKAS 
Correspondent 


It is getting towards the end of 
the semester and it's crunch time 
for students. Most. students have 
huge projects to do and 10 page 
papers to write. We have one thing 
to look forward to though and that 
is a nice long vacation. 

Students find it hard to get work 
done when summer vacation is just 
around the corner. Students are get- 
ting burnt out and they just do not 
want to focus anymore. They want 
to be on the beach, getting a tan and 
drinking a cold beverage. 

Teachers do not enjoy this time 
of the year either because students 
lose focus and do not want to pay 
attention in class. Most teachers are 

_ focused on trying to finish teaching 
all of their curriculum, and at the 
same time making sure the students 
retain the information. 

“T am not thinking about sum- 
mer, you are just trying to fit every- 


thing in,” said Jillian Knowles, a 
professor here at NECC. 

It would nice if teachers would 
assign projects and essays in the 
beginning or the middle of the 
semester, that way students: could 
telax and enjoy the end of the 
semester. 

First, students need to remember 
that it doesn't matter how much 
they don't feel like doing the work, 
it needs to get done. Why else 
would it be there if they are not pre- 
pared to do the work. 

Second students need to take it 
one day at a time. Do not focus on 
what is due in two weeks, focus on 
what needs to get done now. 

“You just have to pace yourself,” 
said Scott Hume, a fellow NECC 
student. 

Too many students focus on what 


‘needs to get done for the future, 


this in turn only stresses them out 
more. 

Prioritize your work. Organize it 
so you do what needs to get done 


France bans 
burkas 


Bill bans Muslim 
women from wearing 
customary veils 


By KELSEY COLLINS 
Correspondent — 


How can people treat others so 

- insignificantly and act as if their own 

' religious customs are more important 

than those of a different belief sys- 
tem? 

President of France, Nicolas 
Sarkozy, announced on Wednesday, 
April 21, 2010 that he was planning 
to propose a bill banning the wearing 
of veils by Muslim women in all pub- 
lic places including the streets, mar- 
kets, and stores. 

France holds western Europe's 
largest Muslim population consisting 
of at least 5 million followers, many 
of whom are French citizens that 
have converted to Islam. 

That seems like a rather large num- 
ber of people that are going to be 
quite upset about the outlawing of 

one of their sacred religious tradi- 
tions. 

I hope President Sarkozy knows 
what he is doing and what he is 
potentially about to get himself into. 
Talk about opening one gigantic can 
of worms. 

This bill is allegedly scheduled to 
be addressed sometime in May 
despite forewarning from many sen- 
ior legal authorities that said the bill 

, may be interpreted as unconstitution- 
al. 

Although he seemingly has the 
support of his own political party, 
President Sarkozy has never ranked 


lower in popularity amongst.the peo- 
ple. Sarkozy said that the veils 
“threaten the dignity of women” and 
that they are unacceptable in French 
society. 

Seriously though, how much could 
this man know about the dignity of 
women? 

Shouldn't it be up to the women to 
decide what they think is dignified 
and what is not? In fact, according to 
the religion that these women base 
their entire existence upon it is undig- 
nified NOT to cover their faces. 

The Council of State warned 
Sarkozy back in March that “a gener- 
al and absolute ban of the full veil as 
such can have no incontestable judi- 
cial basis ” and may very likely be 
thrown out by the courts. 

However, it seems that instead of 
compromising on the issue the presi- 
dent is only pushing harder for a 
complete outlawing of an important 
religious component that people 
should have the right to practice. 

I understand that the president 
feels the veils are a safety issue, but 
what about religious freedom? If the 
government is going to tell Muslim 
women that they cannot wear: their 
veils, they are telling them they can- 
not freely practice their religion. 

Personally, it is hard for me not 
to think of this bill as rash and unjust. 
There is a certain line that should not 
be crossed and that is exactly what is 
happening. 

I have a feeling that the Muslim 
community is going to take this as a 
personal attack against their religious 
freedom, and honestly, who could 
blame them? 


first and do it. Thirdly, remember 
that college is an investment. 
Students pay for the courses, so 
they should want to do well and get 
their money’s worth. The work stu- 
dents do now is to help them with 
their future. Most importantly, stu- 
dents just need to stay focused. 

“T feel focused and ready,” said 
NECC student Joe Robinson. 

The majority of students are not 
just going to school; they have 
jobs, kids, or other obligations to 
tend to: 

It makes for a busy life. Use 
these responsibilities to motivate 
you to excel in your courses. It is 
unlikely that students will stop 
stressing themselves out at the end 
of the semester, so they need to bal- 
ance work and play. 

Doing well in school is impor- 
tant, but so is peace of mind: 

Try to do your best and remind 
yourself that, there is an end to all 
this work. Summer is just around 
the corner. 


Is the 


a rel 


Media taps into our 
worst fears and 
paranoia 


By TAYLOR KING 
Correspondent 


A good chunk of the people 
residing on this big, green planet 
we call Earth believe that in less 
than two years from now the world 
will end. 

This chunk of people has creat- 
ed countless television series, 
movies and magazine articles that 
bombard us with the idea our death 
is imminent. 

These series serve as a constant 
reminder of the several gruesome 
ways in which the human species 
will perish. 

‘In the eyes of the speculators, 
floods, solar flares, earthquakes, 
meteor encounters and alien inva- 
sions are all quite possible 2012 
scenarios. 

I cannot argue that these things 
are impossible. That would be fool- 
ish, but what I will say is that this 
constant reminder of our approach- 


ing death, plausible or not, is 


extremely unhealthy. 

According to psychological 
research, group expectations can be 
the strongest indicator of the future. 
Robert Merton, a distinguished 
American sociologist, coined the 
term and idea of a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. 

Merton was quoted as saying 
that, "The self-fulfilling prophecy 
is, in the beginning, a false defini- 
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Quit throwing your 
cigarette butts all 
over the ground 


By AARON Foss 
Staff Writer 


Driving home 
on Earth Day, 
there were 
several  stu- 
dents who 
were picking 
up trash by 
the side of the 
baseball field 
oe and one of 
them flicked a cigarette butt into 
the street as he was doing so. 

I narrowly avoided swerving 
into the irony.-I'm not a smoker 
and honestly, I don't care if you 
do, but people who flick cigarette 
butts on the ground have long, 
long been a huge pet peeve of 
mine. 

I guess if it's smaller than a pen- 
cil, it's not littering? 


+t litter 


We've all seen the bright glow of 
a cigarette hitting the highway and 
sparking as someone tossed it 
from a car rather than use the ash- 
tray. 

Hell, I've seen people throw-it to 
the ground when there has been an 
ashtray within a few feet. 

It's just laziness, and the con- 
cept of “Oh, well it's just a ciga- 
rette butt” is ridiculous. 

It's still trash and needs to be 
disposed of properly. That igno- 
rance in most smokers is half the 
reason so many people support 
places becoming more intolerant 
of smoking, the eyesore of dozens 
of Marlboro filters is nearly as bad 
as the smell of the smoke. 

If you smoke, do yourself a 
favor and don't give the anti- 
smoking activists more reason to 
hate you. They really don't need 
any. Flicking your butt to the 
ground is the same as throwing an 
empty soda can or food wrapper. 
Size doesn't matter when it comes 
to disposing of your own trash, so 
find an ashtray and stop being so 
ignorant. 


2012 theory 
of error? 


tion of the situ ation evoking a new 
behaviour which makes the original 
false conception come “true.” 

This specious validity of the self- 
fulfilling prophecy perpetuates a 
reign of error. For the prophet will 
cite the actual course of events a s 
proof that he was right from the 
very beginning." 

Think back to the story of 
“Oedipus the King.” Oedipus was 
told, upon visiting the Oracle at 
Delphi, that he would someday 
murder his father and then marry 
his mother. 

Not knowing the true origin of 
his birth and his biological parents, 
Oedipus killed a man he thought to 
be a cruel stranger and married the 
Queen of a plagued village, 
unknowingly fulfilling the prophe- 
cy. 

When Oedipus gave the nega- 
tive prophecy power, he allowed it 
to come true and received the nega- 
tive energy that was carried with it. 

How many times have we heard 
of the year 2012 used as some sort 
of foolish fatalistic philosophy? 
When exactly does it become per- 
missible to give up, and turn back 


to the "uncivilized" ways of the 
past, thus creating our deadly 
future? 

A popular excuse for not improv- 
ing the quality of life has become, 
"What does it matter if we will all 
die in 2012?” 

I say that it does matter! If we 
are to believe that the world will 
end, and do not do everything in 
our power to prevent the prophecy's 
satiation, the world will do just that, 
and end. 

Something can be done though. 
We can increase global green ener- 
gy use and promote environmental 
awareness. We can decrease the 
amount of waste output, pollution, 
and negativity while stimulating the 
economy with positive community 
projects. 

These things will create a pow- 
erful positive group mentality that 
will provide room for both individ- 
ual and societal growth rather than 
damage this growth with fear. 

Remember to work towards the 
future. Remember to adapt and 
develop new ways of thinking, and 
most importantly, remember to 


progress. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Women in 
Leadership panel 

Women from the communi- 
ty will discuss their accom- 
plishments and _ challenges 
along the path to success on 
Friday, April 30 from 12 to 1 
p.m. in the White Fund room on 
th Lawrence Amesbury Street 
campus. Snacks and beverages 
will be provided. 

For more information, con- 
tact Associate Dean Dawna 
Perez at 978-738-7605. 


Commemorative T-shirt 
for the Class of 2010 


Each year the NECC Alumni 
Association sponsors a T-shirt 
sale to support student scholar- 
ships and alumni programming. 
These T-shirts feature the names 
of 2010 graduates. T-shirts will 
be available for sale as soon as 
they arrive on campus, no later 
than May 3. 

Purchase from either the 
NECC bookstore or the Alumni 


office, room A301, Bentley 
Library, or view the order form 
online at 


http://www.necc.mass.edu/new- 
sevents/bb/docs/bb_tshirt_order_ 
‘form.pdf. 


Does your campus organization 
have something to announce in 
Campus Briefs? Please e-mail 
the relevant information to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Springtime festivities 
coincide with college 
preview program 

By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


The NECC held its 12th Annual 
Spring Jam at the Haverhill campus 
on Wednesday, April 21. The event 
was a chance for different clubs to 
expose students to what they do and 


’ to recruit new members. 


“We try to get students organiza- 
tions and clubs to participate in a fun 
way. We also had the idea to bring 
students together,” said Dina Brown, 
Director of the Student Engagement 
Center and also the main event 
organizer. 

Most of the clubs and organiza- 
tion in the college had a table in 
which they would explain to stu- 
dents and potential members about 
the club and also hand out flyers for 
those who would want to learn more. 

Reanne Malesky, who was head- 
ing the Gay Straight Association 
(GSA) table, said it was a good way 
to recruit members. 


“T have seen several people . 


today who have expressed interest to 
join the group,” said Malesky. 

The event had a lively feeling 
due to the music being mixed by a 
DJ from Get Down Entertainment. 
Students also enjoyed free swag 
which was offered by the various 


A College 


that fits 


Merrimack. 


if you're thinking about a degree 
in business, education, science, 
engineering, or liberal arts, 


consider this: 


¢ Easy transfer application 


process and generous transfer 


credit approval 


¢ Transfer admission for both falt 


and spring semesters 


¢ Housing available to transfer 


students 


¢ Cooperative Education and 


internships available 


* Financial aid available for 


transfer students 


¢ Transfer scholarships available to 
eligible students ranging from 


$5,000-$15,000 


Students at Spring Jam dance to “Cotton-eyed Joe.” 


groups and clubs and a group from 
Fun Space offered. freebies: sun- 
glasses and photo magnets. 

The event was held on the same 
day as College for a Day to welcome 
prospective students. The prospec- 
tive students had the opportunity to 
sit in on select classes, take tours of 
the campus and learn what NECC 
has to offer. 

“T have enjoyed the whole expe- 
rience and I have learned a lot and 
also I have known what clubs and 
organizations are available here,” 


EXPECTED 
OCCUPANCY EARLY 
AUGUST, 2010 


www.merrimack.edu 


admissianfa@merrimack.edu 


¢978-837-5100 


Merrimack College 


NORTH ANDOVER, 


MA 


said one prospective student. 
Patrick Nett found the event 
appealing to current students as well. 
“Tt’s a good opportunity to see 
all the opportunities offered for stu- 
dents,” said Nett. 

- Students also had a chance to 
win t-shirts and sweat shirts at the 
intramural and recreations table 
which had a fun game called 
“minute to win it.” 
crowds but none of students man- 
aged to win a sweatshirt which was 
the top prize. 


The games drew _ 


‘Stephen Ndungn photo 


“There were fun and different 
games for everyone to try,” said 
Amadyson Rafael. 

Alongside the fun that was going 
on, the Student Engagement Center 
also had business to do as students 
were asked to vote for the college 
senate. To be eligible for voting one 
had to be registered and his or her . 
major have a seat represented. 

The event closed officially at 1 
p.m and left most students still want- — 
ing more in terms of the music and 
also the events that were happening. 


- 


1 Bedrooms $750-1075* — 
2 Bedrooms $900-1275* — 

Heat & Hot Water. Included — 

Stainless Appliances : 


Granite or Laminate. Countertops 
8’ & 10' Ceilings Oe 
Abundant Closet Space 
Factory Sized Windows) | 
Exposed Columns, Wooden 
Beams, Brick Walls 
Fitness Center rss 
Lounge/Recreation Room aie 
Children’ s Playroom — 

_ Laundry Care Center 

* Bicycle & Personal Storage 
Downtown Convenient... walk to 
commuter rail, steps to shops, — 
dining, entertainment, paisa 
eee Friendly ' 


888-744-2787 (apTay” 
www.hayesapts.com 


14 Granite Street 


Haverhill, 


MA 01832 


*Rental rates subject to change without notice: 
Income restrictions apply. A mix of housing 


choices affordable and market rate apts. 


ay 
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-National News 
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Furor grows over Ariz. law 
against immigrants 


- PHOENIX — The furor 
over Arizona's new law crack- 
ing down on illegal immigrants 
grew Monday as opponents 
used refried beans to smear 
swastikas on the state Capitol, 
civil rights leaders demanded a 
boycott of the state, and the 
Obama administration weighed 
a possible legal challenge. 

Activists are planning a 
challenge of their own, hoping 
to block the law from taking 
effect by arguing that it 
encroaches on the federal gov- 
ernment's authority to regulate 
immigration and violates peo- 
ple's constitutional rights by 
giving police too much power. 
~The measure — set to take 
effect. in late July or early 
August — would make it a 
crime under state law to be in 
the U.S. illegally. It directs 
state and local police to ques- 
tion people about their immi- 
gration status if there is reason 
to suspect they are illegal. 

~ People arrested by Arizona 
police would be turned over to 
federal immigration officers. 
Opponents “said the federal 
government could thwart the 
law by refusing to accept them. 


Court strikes blow to 
Wal-Mart in sex bias suit 


SAN FRANCISCO/NEW 
YORK (Reuters) — A landmark 


sex-discrimination lawsuit 
against Wal-Mart Stores Inc may 
proceed as a class-action case, a 
federal appeals court said, deal- 
ing the retailer a major blow and 
exposing it to billions of dollars 
of potential damages. 

More than | million women 
could be included in the class, 
after the 6-5 ruling by the Ninth 
Circuit court on Monday. 

Wal-Mart said it would 
appeal to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. ; 

The original lawsuit, hailed 
by lawyers as the largest sex dis- 
crimination class-action in U.S. 
history when it was filed in 
2001, claimed that Wal-Mart 
paid female workers less than 
male colleagues and gave them 
fewer promotions. 

Wal-Mart, the world's 
largest retailer and largest pri- 
vate U.S. employer, had asked 
the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco to 

| undo class-action certification in 
the case that alleged discrimina- 
tion in its more than 3,000 
stores. 
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Hinojosa shares her story 


Accomplished 
Journalist inspires 
NECC students 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


Award-winning journalist 
Maria Hinojosa gave .a speech at 
the Amesbury street campus to stu- 


dents of NECC and the city of 


Lawrence on Friday, April 16. 

Hinojosa, who works with PBS, 
came to teach on the political 
responsibility of owning one’s 
voice. 

As a journalist, a feminist and a 
Latina, Hinojosa spoke about: her 
personal journey to owning her 
own voice and the role civic 
responsibility she plays in her work 
as a journalist in America today. 

“Look inside and get to your 
inner power. You will know the 
inner power by listening to your 
inner self,” said Hinojosa. 

With facts and _ statistics, 

Hinojosa went on to speak on the 
importance of using one’s voice as 
a tool to express your freedom. 
_ “You are seen as a role model 
even as you go to a community col- 
lege,” Hinojosa said, encouraging 
the students. 

As a journalist, Hinojosa said 
her job is to hold people account- 
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Maria Hinojosa spoke at NECC’s Lawrence campus, 
elated that she could share her story with students. 


able and also tell the untold stories 
of the American people. She shared 
a story she had covered on an 
undocumented worker who had 
been killed during the 9/11 attacks. 
Hinojosa recounted how her 
reporting had brought together a 
family that had lost their father dur- 
ing the attack. Now they are living 
a dream their father had always 
wanted to see them live, which was 
for them to interact with people 
from different backgrounds. 
Continuing her personal stories, 


Hinojosa stated how ‘her mother 
encouraged her to be able to stand 
up for herself. This helped: her 
arrive at the position she is in today. 

Answering a question asked by 
a faculty member on how she can 
empower women, Hinojosa said 
young women should protect them- 
selves and speak out for them- 
selves. 

“Own your power in a positive 
and a humble way and at a time be 
able to use it,” said Hinojosa, con- 
cluding her speech. 


NECC goes green and clean 


Clean-up and 
recycling drives 
held on campus 


By TAYLOR KING 
Correspondent 


On Tuesday, April 27, NECC 
sponsored their 2nd annual elec- 
tronics recycling drive in the Tech 
Center parking lot. This effort 
helped keep dangerous amounts of 
lead, mercury, and cadmium found 
in televisions, computers, cell 
phones and other electronics, out 
of landfills and trash incinerators, 
thus preventing the contamination 
of the water, air, and earth. It also 
allowed local, environmentally 
conscious consumers to get rid of 


their excess, broken, and obsolete 
electronics in a safe and convenient 
way. 

According to Green Meetings, 
an organization that specializes in 
company sustainability and eco- 
friendly business meeting alterna- 
tives, E-Waste is defined as the 
"Waste materials generated from 
using or discarding electronic 
devices, such as computers, televi- 
sions, and mobile phones. E-waste 
tends to be highly toxic to humans, 
plants, and animals, and has been 
known to contaminate water, air 
and dirt." Although this E-waste is 
highly toxic and dangerous, elec- 
tronics continue to pile up in the 
landfills. In fact, the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
has estimated that over 400 million 
electronic units will be trashed 


Security log 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled 
to inform students and staff about 
the incidents requiring assistance 
from Eagle Security on the Haverhill 
campus. 

This log covers incidents from 
April 6 to April 26. 


Tuesday, April 6 - A hit and 
run was reported in C building lot 
#7. The incident occurred some- 
time between 10 and 11:55 a.m. 


As a reminder during the final 
weeks of the semester, campus 
security would like to urge all stu- 
dents not to leave any valuables 
visible in their vehicles and to 
lock their doors at all times when 
parked on campus. 


every year across the globe, unless 
we start making some fundamental 
changes. 

NECC teamed up with ACT 
Inc., a company~that provides a 
secure and environmentally safe 
way to dispose of excess electron- 
ics, to make recycling easier and 
more accessible for students and 
community members. 

Students, faculty and staff also 
had a chance to beautify the sur- 
rounding community last week. 

On Thursday, April 22, a group 
of students and faculty joined 
NECC's Community Outreach 
Group to clean up the neighbor- 
hoods surrounding the Haverhill 
campus. The group was provided 
with gloves and tools, and set out 
into the streets to make a palpable 
difference. 


Read the 
Observer 
online: 


WWW.NeCC. 
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World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff -from 
é AP wire reports 
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Muslim says mistresses are 
the French way of life 


PARIS -— A’ Muslim 
Frenchman at the center of a 
firestorm over polygamy said 
Monday that keeping mistress- 
es is the French way of life. 

The man’s case came to 
light after his wife was fined 
for driving with a veil covering 
her face, and his comments are 
an ironic riposte to those in 
French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy's government who 
want to push immigrants to 
better integrate into French 
society. 

The 31-year-old 
Frenchwoman drew nation- 
wide attention last week to a 
driving fine she received for 
apparel that hinders her vision. 
But it soon emerged that her 
husband may have four wives 
— although it was doubtful the 
marriages were made official 
under French law. 

The situation appeared to 
be a boon to Sarkozy, who is 
trying to rush through contro- 
versial legislation forbidding 
burqa-style Islamic veils that 
cover the face, on the grounds 
that they don't respect French 
values or women's dignity. But 
it has stoked debate and may 
backfire on legal grounds. 


King accepts resignation of 
Belgian government 


BRUSSELS — Belgium 
| King Albert II accepted the 
government's resignation 
Monday after negotiations 
failed to resolve a long-sim- 
mering dispute between 
Dutch- and French-speaking 
politicians over a bilingual 
voting district. in and around 
Brussels, the country's capital. 
The king had waited since 
last week to see if last-ditch 
talks could keep the coalition 
government of Prime Minister 
Yves Leterme together. But 
late Monday, it became clear 
the differences between the 
linguistic groups were too 
deep. Elections could now be 
called in early June 
Belgian governments have 
a long tradition of teetering on 
the brink of linguistic collapse. 
For half a century, they have 
brokered ever more complicat- 
ed compromises to keep the 
country from falling apart at 
the expense of giving the lin- 
guistic groups more autonomy. 
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Events 
Calendar 


APRIL 


30 FRIDAY 


® The English Department 
Writing Awards will be held 
from 12 to 1 p.m. in room E- 
ies 

For more information, con- 
tact Professor Lis Espinoza at 
978-556-3358 or 
lespinoza @necc.mass.edu. 


® The Technology and 
Math Awards will be held from 
12 to 1 p.m. in TC 103 A&B. 

For more information, con- 
tact Professor Bill Heineman 
at 978-556-3339 or 
wheineman @necc.mass.edu. 


® NECC’s | Still Point 
Dance Performance will be 
held at 8 p.m. in the Sport and 
Fitness Center, with an addi- 
tional performance on 
Saturday, May 1. 

_ For more information, con- 
tact Michelle Deane at 978- 
556-3597 or 
mdeane @necc.mass.edu. 


MAY 


SUNDAY 


® The NECC Chorus 
Concert will be held at 2 p.m. 
in the Technology Center. 

For more information, 
contact Alisa Bucchiere at 
978- 556-3226 or abuc- 
chiere @necc.mass.edu. 


4. TUESDAY 


® The Jazz/Rock Concert 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Technology Center. 


For more_ information, 
contact Ken Langer at 978- 
556-3223 or 


klanger @necc.mass.edu. 


FRIDAY 


® The student directed 
One Act plays will be per- 
formed at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Chester W.  Hawrylciw 
Theater on the third floor of 
the Spurk building. 

An additional perform- 
ance will be held = on 
Saturday, May 8 at 7:30 p.m. 

-For more information, 
contact Susan Sanders at 
978-556-3374 or 
ssanders @necc.mass.edu. 


Let the Observer know what 
events. your club. team or office 
are planning. 
relevant information to 


observer(@nece.mass.edit 


Be sure to include “calendar” in 


the subject line 


: i 
Please e-mail the 


Education program at NECC 


Ea 


Early childhood 
program brings 
educators to MA 


By JAMIE-LEE RODRIGUEZ 
Campus Life Editor 


When par- 
ents research 
= daycares and 
schools to put 
their children 
in, they want to 
make sure they 


are giving 
them a safe 
haven with 


‘ highly trained 
instructors who will ultimately shape 
their minds and allow their knowl- 
edge and creativity to grow. 

In the state of Massachusetts, 
educators must go through rigorous 
training, and testing before hey are 
allowed to teach in a school. We have 
to be thankful that our state produces 
such fine educators, but we can’t help 
but wonder where they have been, 
what courses they have taken. 

As expressed in recent articles 
NECC offers bachelors degree pro- 
grams in Nursing and _ Early 
Childhood and Elementary 
Education. Early Childhood and 
Elementary Education bachelors 


degree program, taught by Fitchburg 
State College professor Tom 
Bissonnette offers NECC students all 
the required courses needed to be a 
thriving educator as well as giving 
them the comfort of Comennnene close 
to home. 

“In Massachusetts the license you 
get is the initial educators license, 
once you get a teaching job you have 
five years to get a masters degree. In 
this state you have to be re-licensed 
ever five years for professional devel- 
opment,” Bissonnetté said. 

These classes bring together stu- 
dents who have a common goal; to 
continue their education close to 
home, and to thrive alongside their 
peers. There are many advantages 
that NECC offers students when par- 
ticipating in this program 

“Students are allowed to stay on 
field placement for only 16 weeks as 
opposed to the 18 week placement 
that most MA colleges require. FSC 
also recognizes NECC’s course and 
makes this program to satisfy the 
needs of the course curriculum from 
NECC. We also accept students who 
have a GPA of 2.5 or better,” 
Bissonnette said. 

Students progress together 
through each course, until the end 
when they graduate with their bache- 
lor’s degree from Fitchburg State. 

“This program is_ specifically 
sculpted to help NECC students. 
However, if we have available seats 
in certain classes then we will allow 


Get toned and 
fit at NECC 


Fitness center offers 
a lot of opportunities 


for students 


By MATT PERIERA 
Correspondent 


Every year, thousands of people 
make a New Year’s resolution that has 
to do with their health. Many plan on 
losing a few pounds, eating healthier, 
or going back to the gym. All three of 
those are reasons to use the NECC fit- 
ness area that is free for students and 
faculty. Not many people are aware 
that the fitness area is open all sum- 
mer. 

With the summer schedule still 
pending, it looks like the fitness area 
will be open four days a week, 
Monday through Thursday, with the 
operation hours still in discussion. The 
fitness area is free for current students, 
as long as you are enrolled for the 
2010 fall semester. 

If you are a graduating student, or 
past alumini, a one-time fee of $20 will 
give you access for the summer. 
NECC also offers a “One Semester” 
plan for $40, or a “One Year” plan for 
$75. They also offer a family plan. 

Employees of the fitness area will 
be there to help out with any questions 
you may have. They are always eager 
to lend a helping hand if you need a 
“spot,” and are very knowledgeable 
when it comes to creating a personal 
workout plan. If you’re an athlete, 
they can help you design a workout 
plan for that specific sport. 

If you’re a regular person just 
looking for a plan that works for you, 
they can help you with that also. If you 


have never been in a gym before, don’t 
be afraid to take advantage of the 
opportunity to learn more a get 
started. 

' Whether you want to tone mus- 
cles, build muscles, lose weight, or 
just have questions about health or 
nutrition, I encourage you to take 
advantage of the knowledgeable staff 
that runs the fitness center. I have been 
using the gym facilities for two years 
now, and I have yet to be let down 
when it comes to looking for guidance 
in the weight room or on the track. 

With the spring semester winding 
down, summer is starting to creep up 
on us, and it is time to take your health 
more serious. Everyone loves the sum- 
mer time. It is a time for friends and 
family to be active outdoors and enjoy 
the beach, backyard barbecues and a 
fun, safe night life. 

Build your confidence, get in 
shape, and the most important thing is 
to have fun while doing it. Go to the 
NECC fitness center this summer and 
get yourself motivated to gain a better 
understanding on personal health and 
fitness. 


Students can learn to become bright educators | 


Courtesy photo 


thanks to FSC’s satellite education program. 


Fitchburg State students to fill in 
those spots,” Bissonnette said. 

Coming out of this program a stu- 
dent would graduate with a dual 
major in Early Childhood and 
Elementary Education, and also have 
enough credits to become an English 
major as well. 

*T am very happy to say that 


seven students will be graduating 
from this program in May,” 
Bissonnette said. So if you are a-stu- 
dent who is looking to continue your 
education in Early childhood and ele- 
mentary education then speak to your 
advisor about the FSC program 
NECC offers, it will be well worth it. 


Student takes 
a look back 


Getting your act — 
together is the key to 
college success 


By BRITTANY HADDAD 
Correspondent 


The day begins early by going 
to work, then heading to NECC on 
time for a day of classes, perhaps 
some basketball after lunch, meet- 
ing with a professor, and possibly 
back to work. Maybe not in this par- 
ticular order, but for many NECC 
students, this is what a typical day 
looks like. Stressed and tired by the 
time their day ends may not even 
begin to describe it, but for many 
it’s all in a day’s work to get to 
where they dream of being in life, 
and NECC has been an integral part 


in helping them become successful 


students. 


We want to hear: fr ‘om you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc. mass.edu 
Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


“My experience at NECC has — 


been nothing less than fantastic! I 
have learned a lot, met great people, 
and took advantage of the opportu- 
nity to work hands on in my field of 


interest,” said Matt Periera, a grad- . 


uating student at NECC. - 
Periera is a communications 


major here at NECC and will be - 


transferring to Quinnipiac 
University in the fall for a degree in 
communications and media. 

“NECC helped me become 
more. mature, more serious about 
my career choice, and it helped me 
learn to treat school like a full time 
job. After getting laid off a few 
months back, NECC quickly 
became my top priority. I learned 
that regardless, school helps shape 
your future and you should take it as 
seriously as you would your normal 
job,” said Periera. 

“Last summer I was able to 
secure an interview with the host of 
‘Dancing with the Stars,’ Tom 
Bergeron. He was visiting the 
NECC campus promoting his book, 
and I was able to sit down with him 
for some time and talk with him. 


. That was probably my favorite 


NECC “memory,” Periera said, 
recounting one of his best experi- 
ences here at NECC. 

For a local community college 
NECC offers great opportunities to 
help gain more experience before 
going onto a four-year college. 


ti ndithtes ccs seins * Siete Ea hi. ed aad 


‘Parnassus is 
throwing a party for 
their newest issue 


By LINDSAY DASKE 
Correspondent 


“Parnassus” will be having a 


beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the 
| Tech Center at the Haverhill 
Campus. The release party will 
consist of, but is not limited to 


|teadings from the newest 
Parnassus, as well as open-mic 
performances. 


| “*Parnassus’ humbly invites 
| everyone to participate,” said 
Patrick Lochelt, faculty advisor 
to the magazine. 

_ Therelease party is in fact an 
|open-mic event. Any poet, 
“writer, or artist is strongly 
| encouraged to come share their 
| work. It is by no means an invite 
| only event. Encourage your 
friends, family, and fellow class- 
| mates to come celebrate. All are 
| welcome to attend. 

All submissions that have 
been approved to appear in the 
2010 edition of “Parnassus” 
_ have already been contacted and 
congratulations to those who 
| were accepted. 
| To those who were not, 
please do not be discouraged. 
| There is always the 2011 edition 
_ to look forward to. The next sub- 
| mission deadline is in 
| November, but it is never too 
| early to start thinking about next 
year. 

___ The cover and content of the 
| new edition have already been 
_ decided. If you stopped by their 


Choir presents s 


gece nner 


in the Technology Center. 


Soloists include Hannah Heckman-McKenna and Geehae Moon as well as others. One 


_Telease party on Monday, May 3 & 


Party with Parnassus 


File photo 


Last year’s “Parnassus” release party drew a large 
crowd as contributers read their works. 


table at Spring Jam, or have vis- 
ited the website recently you 
may have been fortunate enough 
to see the intriguing new cover. 
If you have not, I encourage you 
to check it out. It is completely 
different from last year’s issue 
but change is what-we expect 
from such an innovative maga- 
zine. ' 

There will be plenty of 
snacks and refreshments at the 
party as well as discussions of 
the possibility of musical enter- 
tainment. With, or without the 
music this occasion promises to 
be a great time. You can find red 
flyers posted all around the hall- 
ways promoting this exciting lit- 
erary function. 

I noticed a student observing 
the flyer as I passed him in the 
hallway. I stopped to see what 


. Courtesy photo 
The NECC Choir will perform an eclectic mix of music including the works of the 
Beatles and Vivaldi’s “Gloria,” during its annual spring concert on Sunday, May 2 at 2 p.m. 


choir member, Samantha Taylor, will also play the clarinet. 


“The choir continues to grow in numbers and talent,” said Alisa Bucchiere, choir direc- 
tor and music instructor at Northern Essex. “As always, we try and offer something for 


everyone.” 


Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at the door. 


pring concert 


his thoughts on the event were. 
Stephen Melanson; a liberal arts 
major here at Northern Essex is a 
fan of “Parnassus” and plans on 
attending the event. He has not 
currently submitted any of his 
poetry to “Parnassus,” but hopes 
to next semester. 

“IT have read my poems at a 
couple open readings... but I 
haven’t been to one in a while. 
It’s a great opportunity to appre- 
ciate other people’s talent and 
have my work appreciated too,” 
said Melanson. 

Come show your support for 
the number one collegiate liter- 
ary magazine in the east and all 
of its followers! If you would 
like to learn more about 
Parnassus you can visit the Web 
site at http://www.parnassuslit- 
mag.com. 


_ 
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NECC's talent 


really shows 


NECC talent show 


brought some real 
entertainment 


By ALLISON DOXSEY 
Correspondent 


Students and faculty mem- 
bers impressed the school with 
their performances during 
NECC’s talent show on 
Wednesday, April 7. - 

The event, hosted by COG, 
was held in the Spurk building 
in lecture hall A. The acts were 
five minutes or less and includ- 
ed performances by students 
and faculty members who sang, 
played instruments, danced 
and read poems. 

Fellow classmates filled the 
auditorium, as time got closer 
to the start of the first act. The 
room filled with endless cheer- 
ing and screaming as the 
beginning acts got ready to 
perform. 

Professor Chris Rowse took 
stage as one of the first per- 
formers. In the front rows 
cheering him on were a number 
of his students. Rowse per- 
formed an acapella tap dance 
routine that he learned from his 
tap dance instructor. In order to 
prepare, Rowse told the audi- 
ence he had to shake himself 
into some sort of groove. 

“I got to get into this, it’s 
kind Of like a groove,” he said. 

Students snapped = alon 
with him as he Pepe 
several finger snap rhythms 
into the routine. Towards the 
end, the audience grew louder 
as Rowse spun in a 360 degree 
motion to top off his perform- 


ance. 

Another professor _per- 
formed a dramatic reading in 
memory of a close friend who 
passed away. The excerpt con- 
tained the work of Howard 
Zinn, an American historian, 
playwrebt, and social activist. 

e was best known for “A 
People’s History of the United 
States.” 

“What we choose to empha- 
size in this complex history 
will determine our lives. If we 
see only the worst, it destroys 
our capacity to do something,” 
read the famous Howard Zinn 

uote peuorncs by Professor 
teve Slaner. 

There were also several 
performances where students 
played instruments including 
puter, bass, drums, and Piano. 

ome even layed out righteous 
rhymes, including the winner, 
Nigel Mainville who rapped in 
Chinese. 

Second place went to Erica 
Gould, who sang Lady Gaga’s 
pone song “Poker Face”, 
and third place went to Danny 
Potter, Orlik Guzman, and 
Kevin Kimball who sang a 
song from Spring Awakening. 

inners took home a $25 
gift card to the book store, a t- 


shirt, and a water bottle, 
Epepeclively. 
he talent show was 


accompanied by a bake sale 
which raised $200, also round- 
ing out the fundraising for 
Haiti to a total of $1000. 

Not once did the energy die 
down during the _ event. 
NECC’s talent show proved 
students have many more tal- 
ents than just their educational 
ones. 


Professor exhibits paintings 


Behavioral Science Professor John Whittle will have 30 of his paintings featured in an 
exhibit at the Boxford Town Library from June 5 through July 31. Whittle paints primarily in 
acrylics, and some of his paintings use a combination of acrylics, watercolors, colored pencils 
and ink pens. Whittle is drawn to the vibrancy of the color found in the natural beauty of a land- 
scape that involves water, sky and trees. 

Whittle has been painting since 1996 when he retired from full-time college teaching. Many 
of his paintings are done for his grandchildren. He considers himself a folk or outsider artist 
because often he includes his grandchildren in his paintings and emotional expressiveness is 
stressed over perfect perspective. 

Whittle is a member of the Middleton Arts Association. The painting pictured above was 

done with members of the association as an exercise in perspective and light. 

The Boxford Town Library is located at 10 Elm St., Boxford. Summer hours for the library 
are Monday through Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. For more information, call 978-887-READ. 
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The grunge-pire strikes back 


Nearly made extinct, 
grunge makes a push 


to come back 


By STEPHEN TONEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


In today's pop culture, it is 
becoming rampantly popular to wear 
painfully bright colors, plaid shirts, 
ripped jeans and ridiculous patterns. 
As a walk around I can't help but 
think that this style of clothing has 
been around before, and then I 
remember the 90's. 

With the 90's clothing, and being 
a music junkie, I can't help but won- 
der where the music is to go along 
with the style. Today's music scene 
seems to be all too boring, and it is 
all disappointly similar to each other, 
with a few exceptions, and definate- 
ly needs some refreshing. 

The only genres that seems to be 
flourishing are metal (used as a 
broad term) and the hip-hop/rap 
scene. Luckily for the industry, it 
looks like the grunge. is trying to 
make a comeback. 

Made rampantly popular by 
bands like Nirvana, Pearl Jam, who 
is still around, and Soundgarden, the 
crunchy, messy, care-free musical 
style was a wildly popular choice for 


making the right decision. 


Boston University in February. 


978-556-3597. 
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the audience of the 90's, into the 
early 2000’s and was even on tv 
when stations like Mtv lived up to 
their name. 

With the death of Kurt Cobain, 
iconic lead singer of Nirvana and the 
man most commonly associated with 
grunge, in '94, and Layne Staley, 
lead singer of Alice in Chains, in ‘02, 
grunge seemed to fizzle out, until 
now. 

There has been a slow moving 
awakening of bands from grunge 
past, that all started with the official 
reformation of Alice in Chains in 
2008, which then lead to a new 
album in 2009. 

Trying not to undermine the late 
Staley, the band moved in the correct 
direction and put out a sound fans 
were familiar with, and showing they 
are still able to produce grunge 
sounds after being out of the game 
for so long. 

After the success of one of their 
peers, other grunge bands have 
decided to follow suit and make 
another run at the music business, 
with their ever so popular bands of 
the past. 

Stone Temple Pilots, who seper- 
ated in 2003, are coming out with a 
new album on May 25 of this year. 
After lead. singer Scott Weiland 
made a run with supergroup Velvet 
Revolver, comprised of members 


Dancers perform spring show 


Annual Still Point event is April 30-May 1 


The annual Still Point student dance performance will be held on Friday and 
Saturday, April 30 and May 1, at 8 p.m. in the Sport and Fitness Center. 

Dance Program Coordinator Michelle Deane choreographed a modern dance 
piece, "The Dilemma of I Do," which features two brides ruminating on their deci- 
sions to marry. The piece, which will be performed to the music "Rockabye Baby: 
Lullaby Renditions of Tool," follows a day in the life of two brides on their wedding 
days. Both women are struggling with their inner voices, unsure whether they are 


The program will also include a variety of dance pieces choreographed by both 
faculty and students, including "Soundwaves," choreographed by student Tracy 
DiJulia. Performed to music from the movie "Requiem for a Dream" and featuring 
10 dancers, this dance was presented at the American College Dance Festival at 


Tickets are $7 for adults, $5 for students and seniors, and $3 for children 
under 12. For more information, contact Deane at mdeane@necc.mass.edu or 
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from Guns N’ Roses, and Wasted 
Youth, and trying his hand at a solo 
project, the band decided to tour 
again in 2008, which culminated to a 
full blown project for a new studio 
album. As if two huge bands of 
grunge coming back weren't enough, 
yet another big dog has announced 
their reunion. 

' After years of fiercely flying 
rumors, and and the band re-releas- 
ing a few singles, and even a vinyl, 
Soundgarden has announced that 
they too will be reuniting for at least 
a few shows. 

Like Stone Temple Pilots, mem- 
bers of the band have tried to keep 
their talent running through the 


tadio-waves, with some success, but — 


not nearly as large as Soundgarden. 
Lead singer, Chris Cornell, had his 
tun with supergroup Audioslave, 
which consisted of members of Rage 
Against the Machine, as well as a 
solo project. Drummer Matt 
Cameron joined Pearl Jam in ‘98 
when Soundgarden broke up. 
Unfortunately, the band did not con- 
tinue under the Soundgarden name. 
An announcement this month let 
all the fans have faith again when 
Soundgarden announced they would 
be playing Lollapalooza in Chicago, 
August of this year, as well as hold- 
ing secret reunion shows that they 
have only posted on their website, 


; Green Mountain College 
One Brennan Circle 
Poultney, VT 05764 


Alice in Chains, with new front-man for their latest 
album and tour, William DuVall. 


and send to email subscribers.. With 
any luck, a new studio album may 
follow. 

After years of being deprived of 
the sweet sounds of grunge,the style, 
and the culture it breeded as a state- 
ment rather than just a genre, it final- 
ly seems that a ghost of music past 
and rebirth to a dying music scene 
may be coming. 


# Rolling Admissions 
# A generous transfer policy (up to 90 credits) 

® Financial aid (up to $20,000 in merit and other scholarships) 
= 25 academic majors & certificate programs 


green economy. 


Despite not being a part of the 
grunge genre, but a huge part of 90's 


music, even Sublime is touring again 


with a new frontman. 

Hopefully, the recent reunions 
are not just a fad, and the bands stick 
with it, and more jump on board to 
bring us back to being able to listen 
to the radio by choice, and not just 
because our iPods are dead. 


Finish your 4-year degree at Green Mountain 
y y g 
The nation’s leading environmental liberal arts s 


= Cutting edge curriculum that will prepare you for the emerging 


admissions.greenmtn.edu 
800-776-6675 
admiss@greenmtn.edu 


Multi-talented — 
student graces 
NECC community 


_ There are only a handful of stu- 
dents who truly commit their time 
and effort to volunteer and help out 
‘around campus. Nigel Mainville is 
one of these few students. 

_ His two most recent accomplish- 
| ments are being awarded the 
N.E.C.C.P.A. (Northem 
Essex Community 
‘College Professional 
Association) 
Scholarship and being 
‘chosen as the com- 
mencement speaker at 
| the May 2010. gradua- 


tion. 
| 
| Both are prestigious 
awards: the 


'N.E.C.C.P.A. Scholarship is awarded 
| based on “the best product of NECC 
education in judgment of the scholar- 
ship committee.” Being chosen as a 
| commencement speaker shows you 
‘truly have an impact on your profes- 
| ors and are in high academic stand- 
ing as well as participate in on-cam- 
pus activities. Mainville shows all of 
_ these qualities and more. 

» When ‘asked how he felt about 


‘Lathon J-D, not the 
hero we need, but 


the hero we deserve 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
ters Editor 


An faspiing student that many 
people have seen roaming around 
_ campus is Lathon Jones-Downing. It 


_would be an understatement to say — 


"that he does it all on campus. 
! ~ Jones-Downing is the vice presi- 
dent of the Contemporary Affairs 


‘club, is the presidential student 


ambassador, which is a leadership” 


“program, is the student judge in the 


‘collegiate disciplinary hearing board, ~ 


which along with a faculty and staff 
_member makes disciplinary deci- 
“sions, attends students for a demo- 

cratic society group, is on the com- 
| mittee to choose what goes in 
i Parnassus, the schools literary maga- 

zine, and helps out many other 
| s when needed. 

___ Although a very busy student he 
works as the tech support staff of IT 
| ‘services which is located in the com- 
puter lab in B building. During his 
free time he likes to hang out with 

kids from his neighborhood and play 

basketball. 
_ When asked about his commit- 
| ment to the school he replied, “I'm all 
about community. I personally have 
_ given so much time to this place. By 
the time I did all that I became so 
well known. I've been blessed by all 
the places I've been able to go 
through the school. It's been a bless- 

‘ing. ” 

_ Attending NECC has allowed 
him to meet many important people 


being chosen as commencement 
speaker Mainville replied, “I'm hon- 
ored I never expected it to happen. I 
never expected a teacher to nominate 
me, which was Meredith (Gunning). 
When I came to NECC I never 
expected to make an impact on my 
professors.” 

Mainville is president of the 
Students for a Democratic Society 
group, treasurer of the Contemporary 
Affairs Club, and has also volun- 


teered his time for both Amnesty’ 


International and the) Community 
Outreach Group. 

“He loves learning. He manages 
to galvanize himself by learning 


Most awesome example of Chinese rap 
[ve ever seen. Most original student. 
Very affable. 
— Professor Slaner 


inside and outside the classroom.” 
Professor Meredith Gunning said 
when asked about Mainville, and 
then adding, “He manages to get his 
point across without alienating peo- 
ple. He has a rare gift.” 

As well as participating in the 
previous groups mentioned he is 
actively involved in trying to get the 
shuttle bus schedule back to normal. 
Mainville, along with student 


Andrew Ryan, got a group together to 
try and promote having a Mandarin 
Chinese class taught here at NECC. 
Also, He took first prize at the 
Community Outreach Group's talent 
show for rapping in Chinese. 

Not only does he participate in all 
of the above he works at the Ale 
House in Amesbury in the kitchen. 
On his free time he enjoys surfing, 
hiking, listening to music, and learn- 
ing new languages. He studied 


_abroad in Taiwan during his senior 


year of high school and is leaving to 
head back there for a month the day 
after he. gives his commencement 
speech. 

“Most awe- 
some example 
of Chinese rap 
I've ever seen.” 
He followed 
this us by, 
“Most original 

‘student. Very 
affable,” was 
the first com- 
ment out of 
Professor Steve Slaners mouth when 
asked about Mainville. 

Mainville will be leaving a big 
impression on NECC when he gradu- 
ates this May with his Associates 
Degree in International Relations. He 
will move on to University of 
Massachusetts- Amherst to major in 
Chinese Language and Literature and 
minor in Japanese. 


Our local hero 


Courtesy photo 


Jones-Downing enjoying himself on the way home 
from the Washington D.C. trip 2010. 


including, Deval Patrick, former 
President Bush, and Nikki Tsongas. 


He was also featured in a film creat- 


ed by Houghton-Mifflin called, 
“Successful Students.” All different 
colleges were chosen and then a suc- 
cessful student from each was fea- 
tured in it. A magazine called, 
“Successful Students,” that goes out 
to NECC alumni, also featured 
Jones-Downing in it. 

“T've found myself to be in all 
sorts of media. I was in all five types 
of media within two months of com- 
ing here,” Jones-Downing replied of 


_being in the spotlight on campus. 


He has had the privilege to get to 
know many of the faculty members. 
Three of them that he truly looks up 
to are, Professor Meredith Gunning, 
Director of Enrollment Services and 
Recruitment Charles Diggs, and 
Professor Stephen Russell. 

Fellow classmate and girlfriend 


Chantelle Montgomery said, “Ever 
since I've known him he has been 
very involved in the school. I think 
the school takes him for granted. He 
knows everything about the school. 
He is very well known around cam- 
pus. Everyone has good things to say 


~ about him. On a personal level he 


inspires me to be successful. He 
inspires me everyday to be every- 
thing I can be.” 

Jones-Downing will be graduat- 
ing this.May letting NECC lose yet 
another outstanding student. He will 
receive his Associates degree in 
Liberal Arts. He took a lot of biology 
courses while here and hopes to one 
day become an OB-GYN. He is 
transferring to a 4-year school and is 
deciding between, Morehouse 
College, UMass Amherst, and 
Howard University with his top pick 
being Morehouse. 
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Nigel Mainville, left, in Taiwan with a fellow exchange 
student, Wyatt, and his Chinese teacher, Mrs. Li. 


Hungry for 
striped bass? 


Sink your teeth 


into some fresh, 


local cuisine 


By MIKE DONOVAN 
Correspondent 


With warmer temperatures final- 
ly beginning to take off, fishermen 
and women are hitting the water. 
Early bird boaters and outdoor 
enthusiasts are praying for sun. 

An attraction that is loved by 
many but unknown to some is the 
excellent fishing during the striper 
migration that happens every spring. 

The striped bass is an anadro- 
mous fish, which means that it 
spends most of its.adult life in the 
ocean and only goes to fresh water 
to spawn. Being of this sort, mature 
migratory bass swim up tidal rivers 
like the Merrimack to lay eggs. 
Then, while in a spawning frenzy, 
they are most easily caught by fish- 
ermen. 

The New England coast and 
Merrimack River will soon be 
bustling with boaters who are trying 
to catch what could be a 75 pound 
fish. The striped bass, also known as 
the striper, are going to be making 
their spring migration from the 
southern states of North Carolina to 
the coast of New England, where 
they spend the summer months. 

If you do catch a fish that has 
migrated up river the odds are it will 
be big. The juvenile bass do not 
migrate as far as the adults because 
they do not mate. The Merrimack 
River is visited by some of the 
biggest striped bass in the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

According to The Massachusetts 


Division of Marine Fisheries web- 
site, the minimum size fish allowed 
to keep is 28 inches long and the 
take-home limit is set at two for 
2010. The size limit for striped bass 
changes yearly and anglers must be 
aware of any changes, regulations 
are strictly enforced. 


Also according to The 


Massachusetts Division of Marine 


Fisheries website, the all-tackle 
angling record fish, taken in New 
Jersey in 1972, weighed 78 pounds 
and measured 72 inches long. The 
Massachusetts record of 73 pounds 
has been matched 3 times. 

Haverhill also has a locally 
owned bait shop located on River 
Street, named River Street Bait and 
Tackle. The shop is not cheap but 
has everything you'll need to hook 
the big one. They may also be able 
to tell you what is popular or what 
the fish are biting. 

The river has a bad reputation 
for being dirty that it had earned in 
the past. The lasting reputation was 
born when Haverhill was still called 
the “Shoe City.” The river was a 
close-by spot to dump waste and it 
drastically hurt the environment. It 
has come a long way but this opin- 
ion is engraved in many people who 
grew up in Haverhill. The increase 
in regulations and decline of the 
American shoe industry has put a 
spark back in the injured river. 

Haverhill is building itself back 
up along with the Merrimack. River 
and has become a well-known 
striped bass fishing area. 

The river is full of life and 
should not be overlooked by any- 
one who loves the outdoors. 
Whether you're in a boat or fishing 
off shore, the fish are coming and 
they’re hungry. 


Mainville i Is Main man on campus — 


« 
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Track team breaks 


Small two-year 
school makes big 
waves in competitions 


By Matt McCARRON 
Sports Editor 


J ise ike See 
Northern 
Pees Si ea x 
Community 
College's 
women's track 
and field team 
has surpassed 

as all expecta- 
tions this season, breaking school 
records, with some athletes qualify- 
ing for Nationals. All members of 
the women's team have been per- 
forming well, however there are two 
athletes who have stood out in partic- 
ular. 

Samantha Dietrich, who is in her 
first semester at NECC, has surprised 
coaches fellow competitors and even 
herself setting the NECC record in 
the women's javelin. 

“T never did track in my life. I 
just thought I'd give it a try, because 
they don't have softball here,” 
Dietrich said. “I wanted to be a 
thrower of some kind because I threw 
in softball.” : 


The first time Dietrich picked up 
a javelin was at Northern Essex. Her 
first throws weren't very good, but as 
she continued the distance of her 
throws gradually increased. 

“During the first two weeks I 
started to get my form down and I 
noticed I could throw over 100 feet,” 
said Dietrich. - 

When the women's track and 
field team traveled to Boston to take 
part in Northeastern University's: 
Spring Open Dietrich surprised her- 
self at how well she did. Dietrich 
threw 105 feet 10 inches, which qual- 
ified her for Nationals. 

“At my first meet I just went out 
there and did what they (coaches) 
were teaching me,” Dietrich said. “I 
didn't even know until after, Thad no 
idea. I thought I just did a good job.” 

Dietrich continued her success at 
the next meet at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, breaking her 
personal best and setting a new 
NECC record with a throw of 114 
feet 4 inches. : 

Samantha isn't the only member 
of the women's team who has broken 
records this year. Another first year. 


student, Noelia Figuereo has set 


numerous records on the track. 
Figuereo set the school record in the 
100 and 200 meters at Northeastern 
University on March 20. Figuereo 
improved. on those times at the 
Corsair Classic at UMass Dartmouth 


No room for 


The Pats domination 
of the division is no 
longer guaranteed 


By DAN HOGAN 
Correspondent 


One Most 
Valuable. Player 
Faward, a 
‘Defensive Player 
of the Year award, 
a Super Bowl 
MVP, and a com- 
bined twelve Pro 
Bowls; that is the 
resume of the newest batch of players 
to join the AFC East this offseason. 


The division will be as competitive - 


as ever this year, and although the 
Patriots will still be favored to wear 
the division crown for the second 
straight year, one can’t. help but like 
both the Jets’ and Dolphins’ chances 
at dethroning the mighty Patriots. 

Miami has a talented young quar- 
terback in Chad Henne. The only 
problem he had last year was that he 
had nobody to throw the ball to. 
Receivers Greg Camarillo, Ted Ginn 
Jr. and Devon Bess are speedy, but 
none of them would fit the classifica- 
tion of a number one receiver.. 

So what did the Fins do?: They 
went out and got one of the most tal- 
ented receivers in in the game, 
Brandon Marshall. It cost them two 
second round picks to pry him away 
from the Denver Broncos. Marshall 
signed a four year deal after he was 
traded that will earn him $47.5 mil- 


lion: However, this acquisition does 
come with a certain risk factors. 
Marshall has had his share of off- 
field issues, including being suspend- 
ed for two games a couple seasons 
ago, but he is trying to move on with 
his career and is going to try to win 


-some games in Miami. 


"I've made my mistakes and 
worked through these things," 
Marshall said in an interview with 
USA Today. "I continue to look 
myself in the mirror and continue to 
better myself..” 

That was really the only big 
splash that Miami has made so far 
this off-season, but the New York Jets 
have been very busy, making a series 
of moves and transforming the way 
their offense and defense is going to 
look. 

Already having a formidable 
defense that got them to the AFC 


Championship game last season, the 


Jets went out and added Antonio 
Cromartie, who will line up opposite 
shut-down cornerback — Darrelle 
Revis, and six time Pro Bowl line- 
backer Jason Taylor. 

Cromartie had 10 interceptions 
for the San Diego Chargers in 2007, 
making his only pro bowl in the 
process. However, the last two sea- 
sons he has a combined five intercep- 
tions. 

Taylor, who spent last season 
with the Dolphins, brings a veteran 
presence to the Jets locker room and 
is still a guy who can get to the quar- 
terback. Taylor had seven sacks last 
season for the Dolphins. In 2006 he 
was the NFL’s Defensive Player of 
the Year. 

On the offensive side of the ball, 


Courtesy photo » 


The women’s and men’s track and field teams have had a breakout season, 
breaking school records and beating four-year colleges and universities. 


on April 10. Even though Figuereo 
has gotten better with every meet, she 
is still driven to improve and become 
a better runner. 

“I'm still working on it,” said 
Figuereo. “It's kind of like I get faster 
at each meet.” 

Although Figuereo has had a lot 
of personal success this season, she 
still thinks about all her teammates 
and praises the team as a whole. 

“We have a very hard-working 
team, a good group of kids. I think 
that's the reason we've been able to 
get through this year, everyone help- 


error in AFC East © 


New York brought in established 
superstar running back LaDainian 
Lomlinson, and Super Bowl XLIII 
MVP Santonio Holmes. Holmes, 
who spent his first three seasons with 
the Pittsburgh Steelers. Holmes was 
traded to the Jets shortly after an inci- 
dent at a nightclub that caused him to 
be suspended for the first four games 


of the upcoming season. It was not. 


the first time Holmes has gotten into 
trouble with the law, and the Steelers 


didn’t hesitate to dump him off to” 


another team. 

Nevertheless, Holmes possesses 
a solid skill set that the Jets are hop- 
ing will take some pressure of receiv- 
er Braylon Edwards, who is crum- 
bling under the pressure of being the 
main receiver in New York. Holmes 
caught 79 balls in 2009 for 1,248 
yards and five touchdowns. 

Tomlinson, is a former MVP 
winner who’s career has been on a 
steady decline ever since he won the 
award back in 2006. He has remained 


a guy who can score double digit - 


touchdowns. Tomlinson scored 
twelve touchdowns last season, but 
ran for'just over 700 yards and has 
not shown that he can still be a lead 
back. He was brought in to compli- 
ment second year tailback Shonn 
Green who showed last season that 
he is more than capable of being an 
explosive back. 

The Buffalo Bills have yet to 
make a splash yet this offseason, 
though it was thought they would 
make a run at Eagle’s quarterback 
Donovan Mcnabb, who was traded to 
the Washington Redskins. 

The Patriots have made a couple 
moves of their own, bringing in 


ing out each other, a big team effort,” 
Figuereo said. 

The NECC women's team defeat- 
ed a number of four-year colleges 
this season including: Gordon 
College, Assumption, Salem State, 
Nichols, Clark and tied for sixth 
place at the WPI meet. 

“We definitely have potential,” 
said Figuereo. “You can’t just go by 
what school you go to.” 

Figuereo also said working hard 
is important, but you can't be suc- 
cessful if you don't enjoy yourself. 

“Part of being a team, you want 


to have fun,” said Figuereo. “I think | 


that's number one. You want to work | 
hard and be able to enjoy your sport.” 


Samantha Dietrich also had good | 
things to say about the team and why | 


they've had such a successful season. © 

“As a team we have so much fun 
during track meets. We also support 
each other a lot,” said Dietrich. 

The women's team will compete 
in district competition on April 30 
and the NJCAA national meet will 
take place on May 6. 
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The Jets secondary will improve in the upcoming 
season due to additions like Antonio. Cromartie. 


receivers Tory Holt and David. 


Patten. Patten was on the Patriots’ 
first Super Bowl winning team back 
in 2001. With the inevitable absence 
of Wes Welker for a big chunk of the 
upcoming season the Patriots will 
need all the help they can get at the 


‘receiver position. ; 
It will be a fight that will go 
down to the last week of the season to 
see who will win the AFC East this 
year, as the Patriots play Miami week 
17. 


of Fenway Park. The Boston 
Sox have started out the 2010 
son with a 8-11 record, the worst 
sta f fo a season since 1996. Their 
4.70 ERA (eared run average) is 
Sake 22nd in the league and as a 
. they are hitting a mediocre .254. 

say the least the team is strug- 
ing. By the way the team is per- 

ing things might not be getting 
etter anytime soon. 

_ The additions:of Mike Cameron, 
Adrian Beltre, Marco Scutaro and the 
‘move of Jacoby Ellsbury to left-field 

were supposed to make this team 
2 e dynamic and athletic. However, 

has not-been the case. After the 
‘first 19 games the Red Sox rank 22nd 
in the league in fielding and Cameron 
‘and Ellsbury are both on the 15 day 
‘disabled list. 

Pitching and defense were sup- 
posed to be the two words used to 
‘define this team going into this sea- 

son, and was what going to make this 

team special. Now, 19 games into the 
‘season and almost like a cruel joke 
that the two worst parts of this Red 
Sox team are pitching and defense. 
‘Almost everyone knew the offense 


The Pats made the 
most of their 12 picks 
in this years draft 


By Marr McCaArRRON 
Sports Editor — 


' The 2010 NFL Draft has come 
and gone, and the New England 
Patriots are much better off than they 
were prior. The Pats went into the 

| draft with a total of 12 picks and they 
didn't squander the ‘opportunity, 
drafting players for many of the posi- 
| tions in which they were in need, 
including cornerback, tight end, 
| offensive and defensive linemen, 
linebacker and even a punter. 

__ The Pats used a familiar strategy 

as in years past, trading their 22nd 
overall pick and moving back to the 
27th overall. The Patriots drafted cor- 
nerback Devin McCourty from 
Rutgers University with their first 
selection. McCourty will be expected 
to sure up the Patriots inconsistent 
secondary. A secondary filled with 
young players that, although played 
well at times showed their inexperi- 
ence and lack of leadership, allowing 
too many big plays down field last 
season. During a conference call with 
the organization on April 22 
McCourty expressed his excitement 
on being a New England Patriot. 

“I'm happy to be a Patriot right 

‘now. It's an incredible feeling. Me 
and my mom, we cried for a little bit. 
We're just so happy right now,” said 
McCourty. 

In the second round the Patriots 


_ Notall is well in the friendly con-_ 


MCT Campus p oto 


Red Sox pitcher Jon Lester has gotten off to a slow 
start in the 2010 season. Lester is 0-2 with a 6.23 ERA. 


was going to struggle and it has, but 
their pitching was supposed to hide 
the flaws of the offense because they 
were going to give up fewer runs. Oh 
how the conversation has changed. 
“There are no excuses for how 
we've played. We haven’t played 
smart baseball. We haven’t really 
played aggressive baseball,” said Red 
Sox General Manager Theo Epstein. 
Epstein in particular has been 
taking some heat because of the way 
this team was assembled. A team 
with a payroll close to $200 million 
shouldn’t have to worry about who’s 
going to hit home runs or who’s 
going to be the pitcher to snap a six 
game losing streak, but this team has 
those exact problems. When a team is 
spending this much money you 


drafted a total of three players: tight 
end Rob Gronkowski, Jermaine 
Cunningham and Brandon Spikes. 
Gronkowski, who played his college 
ball at the University of Arizona, will 
give quarterback Tom Brady a new 
big target to throw the ball to come 
September. Just a few years ago the 
Patriots had a number of quality tight 
ends that Brady could throw the ball 
to, the most recent being Benjamin 
Watson. However with Watson's 
departure the Pats were looking for a 
solid replacement to complement the 
recent acquisition of Alge Crumpler, 
and they found one in the 6' 6" 264 
pound Gronkowski. 

The other two second round 
picks, defensive end Jermaine 
Cunningham and linebacker Brandon 
Spikes, both from the University of 
Florida should add depth to the 
Patriots defensive. The Patriots are 
still trying to recover from the loss of 
veteran players like Tedy Bruschi and 
Rodney Harrison. 

Cunningham and Spikes said 
they were looking forward to having 
a familiar face on the sideline in the 
fall. 

“Tm very excited. A couple of 
picks after I saw Brandon Spikes 
name go across the screen and my 
whole house, my whole family, 
everybody just started going crazy,” 
said Cunningham. 

With all of the new talent the 
Patriots will not only be getting 
younger, but will also be filling the 
holes that caused the team so much 
trouble last season. 

The draft picks also allow the 
Patriots to keep pace with the rest of 
the team in the AFC East. The Jets, 


should have superstars up and down 
the lineup. Quite frankly it pains me 
to say this, but your team is supposed 
to look like the New York Yankees, 
with big bat after big bat who all have 
the ability to change the game with 
one swing. 

With that being said, the Red Sox 
are only 19 games into the season, 
and with the amount of baseball yet 
to be played it isn’t time to start 
jumping ship. When this team gets 
healthy and the players start to use 
their heads they can be dangerous. 
However, for right now if they want 
to stay in the AL East race and keep 
afloat they have to improve on those 
two little words, pitching and 
defense. 


Filling i in the gaps 


MCT Campus photo 


The Pats selected three 
players from Florida. 


Dolphins and Bills have all made sig- 
nificant offseason trades. If the 
Patritos want to stay competitive in 
what may be considered the toughest 
division in the NFL they must replen- 
ish the roster with young talent, as 
well as signing players through free 
agency. If the Patriots can do these 
things then they will stand a good 
chance of winning the division and 
making a deep run in the playoffs. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


. Patriots select in the 


3. In what year were 
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QUESTIONS: 
1. Who did the 


first round of this 
year’s NFL Draft. 


2. Who was the first 
coach of the Boston 
Celtics? 


seats placed on the 
Green Monster? 


4. In what season 
did Bobby Orr 
‘become a Boston 
Bruin? 


5. Where did Paul 
Pierce attend 
college? 
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ARIES (March 20- 
April 18) Early this week 
last minute work assign- 
ments may be draining. 
Attention to minor details 
will soon prove vital: stay focused on 
small details and listen to your 
instincts. Sleep patterns and fitness 
regimes may also need adjustment. 
After Wednesday a close friend or 
relative may ask probing questions 
concerning past romantic attractions 
or yesterday's obligations. Be forth- 
coming. At present loved ones will 
need extra encouragement, support 
and opportunities for discussion. 


2 & 


Aves 


TAURUS (April 19- 

May 19) Criticism 

between loved ones may 

Taurus now be a key concern for 
a close friend. After Tuesday watch 
for family problems to cause strong 
reactions. Provide distraction: light- 


hearted comments and social influ- 


ences will be helpful. Later this week 
a love relationship may need. to 
expand. If so, expect serious discus- 
sions and last minute . changes. 
Romantic partners will soon reveal 
their long-term expectations. Stay 
open to new ideas or unusual 
requests: passions may be high. 


GEMINI (May 20- 

June 20) In the coming 

weeks work duties will 

Gewing crease while minor legal 
issues or office paperwork 
becomes problematic. Muddle 
through and remain philosophic: 
authority figures will soon demand 
firm commitments. Tuesday through 
Friday a past colleague or old friend 
may propose an unusual and creative 
partnership. Errors may be bother- 
some. Take your time to consider all 


financial methods. Late this weekend 
an honest debate with a friend or 
lover is needed: be expressive. 
CANCER (June 21- 
re) July 21) Rare announce- 
QL ments, policy changes or 
Cancer revised work schedules 
are accented this week. Fresh con- 
cepts and career expansion is now a 
continuing theme: plan partnerships 
or co-operative ventures wherever 
possible. Tuesday through Friday 
highlights minor family. disruptions, 
fast communications and social argu- 
ments. Areas of concern may involve 
recently cancelled group plans or 
abandoned home repairs. After 
Saturday rest and consult with trust- 
ed friends: all is well. 


JQ, 


Leo 


LEO (July 22-August 
22) Early this week a 
workplace rival may cap- 
ture the attention of key 
officials. _ Don't be 
derailed; changing job roles or 
schedules will soon work to your 
advantage. Past job performance and 
future business plans are now being 
privately considered: consistency 
will be rewarded. After mid- week 
some Leos will encounter a complex 
but intriguing romantic invitation. If 
so, trust your emotional instincts. 


Insincere friends or romantic partt-. 


ners will quickly be revealed. Stay 
alert. 


VIRGO (August 23- 
September 21) Romantic 
attractions and fast flirta- 
tions are now distracting. 
Before mid-week expect friends or 
relatives to be influenced by specula- 
tion, gossip or new social informa- 
tion. Complicated invitations and pri- 


www.suffolk.edu/summer 


vate power struggles may play a key’ 


role. A cautious, philosophic 
approach will work best in all rela- 
tionships: take your time and ask 
gently probing questions. Later this 
week group dynamics will return to 
normal. An unusual few days: stay 
balanced and avoid emotional risk. 


O 


Libra 


LIBRA (September 
22-October 22) Close 
friends or relatives may 
this week reveal recent 
financial mistakes. If so, 
carefully study official details and 
expect facts, figures or calculations 
to. be unusually complicated. 
Documents and contracts may 
require complex revisions or new 
definitions. Take your time and ask 
key officials to verify all instructions. 
After Friday a long-term friendship 
or work relationship may become 
briefly flirtatious. Passions will be 
high: avoid giving the wrong impres- 
sion. 


SCORPIO (October 
23-November 21) 
Emotional curiosity is 

Scorpio now on the rise. After 
Tuesday watch for friends 
and relatives to be open to surprising 
invitations and fresh social propos- 
als. This week is a time of intense 
creativity and emotional renewal: 
expect loved ones to actively 
research new ideas, exotic activities 
or unique relationships. Late this 
weekend a sudden intuition may clar- 
ify a recent family dispute. Fear of 
abandonment or private social doubts 
may be a key factor: show loved ones 
your devotion. 


SUMMER I: 


SAGITTARIUS 
(November 22- 
December 20) 


Sagittarius Yesterday's social disap- 

pointments may now 
reappear and demand completion. 
Monday through Wednesday watch 
for loved ones to relive old memories 
or search out wisdom from the past. 
Pace yourself and wait for others to 
find their own answers. After mid- 


“week an older relative may make an 


unexpected business or financial 
request. Paperwork, legal issues and 
property advice may be a key source 
of concern.-If so, find common 
ground: others now need to a sup- 
ported. 


CAPRICORN 

(December 

19) Dreams, intuitions or 

Capvicorw sudden glimpses into the 

future will this week pro- 

vide valuable clues. Social disputes 

and romantic triangles are accented: 

after mid-week expect a quick 

upsurge of emotional awareness and 

new social wisdom. Older relatives 

may also reveal previously withheld 

family doubts. Offer support: at pres- 

ent, loved ones need to feel appreci- 

ated and supported. Late this week- 

end financial messages or forgotten 

documents will require a quick 
response: don't delay. 


& A AQUARIUS (January 
ww 20-February 18) 

¥ Discussions with friends 
Aguares oy lovers will be meaning- 
ful over the next few days. Watch for 
loved ones to refer to past events and 
relive old memories. Others may 
now need to make contact with the 
past to better appreciate the present: 
expect key emotional breakthroughs. 


Day: May 17 - june 24 


Evening 


: May 17 - July 2 


SUMMER Il: 
Day: July 6 - August 13 
Evening: July 6 - August 2 


~ will not be easily accepted. 


21-January 


Tuesday through Friday someone 
close may question authority figures 
or openly discuss private financial 
and business events. If so, remain 
quietly detached: strong opinions 


oi PISCES (February 
} 19-March 19) Minor dis- 
- agreements may this week 
Pisces 
cy: after Tuesday expect 
friends or close work mates to be 
unpredictable and_ self-involved. 
Moody exchanges will not directly 
affect your outlook, so not to worry. 
Do, however, avoid comparing past 
social histories. Wednesday through 
Sunday a trusted relative or col- 
league may propose an unique busi- 
ness alliance or fast financial invest- 
ment. Ask for detailed paperwork: — 
meaningful and lasting rewards will 
soon arrive. 


If your birthday is 
week...sudden job proposals are 
accented over the next few weeks. 
Pay special attention to expanding — 
duties, revised career options or new — 
titles. Almost seven months of slug- 


gish workplace progress or disagree- _ 


ments with authority will now fade. — 
This is a strong time for quick 
advancement and creative projects. — 


Don't hold back. After mid-June 


romantic decisions are necessary. 
Loved ones may press for reliable 
long-term promises or bold public — 
statements. Social or group celebra- 
tions are also accented: expect 
friends, relatives and long-term part- 
ners to plan unique gatherings. This 
summer repeated pattems need to — 


require special diploma- 


this 


" 


i 
; 
; 


end. Ask loved ones for concrete — 


commitments and revised schedules. _ 
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THE TV CROSSWORD 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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4/18/10 
ACROSS 47 “__ Wants to Be a Millionaire” 
1 “__ & Order” 49 Revolutionary __ Guevara 
4“ Haw” 50 Liquid-Plumr alternative 
7 “How | __ Your Mother” 51 __ and aah; express delight 
10 Thin coin 52 “The Fresh Prince of Bel-__” 
11 “18 Kids _- Counting” 53 “Unhappily __ After” aoe 
12 Pub order 54 “A League of Their __” 
13 “__-Dabba-Doo!”; Flintstone’s cry 55 Stewart or Serling 
15 “Catcher in the __” 56 Jazz guitarist __ Montgomery 
16 “Boy, __ | Get a Wrong 
Number!”; Bob Hope movie 
17 Actor on “CSI” 1 When doubled, a Jim. Carrey film 
20 From __ Z; the whole gamut 2 Prefix before dextrous 
21 Cry 3 Device for putting pictures online 
22 “Donny __”; variety show for the 4 Lead role on “JAG” 
Osmonds 5 Popular Irish singer 
27 Role on “Cheers” 6 Anthony and Barbara 
30 Classic Father’s Day gift 7 “__ You”; Paul Reiser series 
31 “Baby Take a _”; film for Shirley 8 Actor Marienthal 
Temple 9 Knight or Danson 
32 University of Utah athlete 10 “Touched by an Angel” actor 
33 Jon Cryer’s role 14 Dog on “The Thin Man” 
35 Like cartoons 18 “__ the Greek” ae 
38 “Road to __”; Hope/Crosby film 19 Adams or Johnson 
40 Actress McKeon, to friends 22 “One Day __ Time” 
41 Role on “Criminal Minds” 23 Nothing g 
; . 24 Old Judd Hirsch series 
Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle 25 Charged particle 
26 Bobby or J.R. 
28 Mailman’s beat: abbr. 
29 “Presidio __” pe 
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TODAYS Lesson IS: I want TO 


You caw AccomPistt 
ANYTHING You WANT 


BE A Force FoR 


LT Want To know IN 
My HEART THAT DURING 
MY TIME on caRTH TF 


I WANT To HELP 

EASE THE SUFFERING 
OF THE Poog AND 

THE POWERLESS, 
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34 Peeples or Long 

36 Florence’s position on “The 
Jeffersons” 

37 Shawn Pyfrom’s role on 
“Desperate Housewives” 

39 Grouch of “Sesame Street” 

42 Cincinnati’s state 

43 Urkel, for one 

44 Roof overhang 

45 Small bills 

46 Neither this __ that 

47 Action director John __ 

48 “__ the West Was Won” 


bed 
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WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH THE 
REST OF YOUR LIFE? 


Everyone asks the question. Here’s the answer: 


Transfer to the new - sin Salem, New Hampshire. 

Complete your B.A. 

Tuition is only $10,000/year with 
half-tuition scholarships of 
$5,000/year available 

Guaranteed pathways to law school 
for qualified students 

Rigorous Education 

Evening Classes 
The college offers the 

and will 


grant bachelor’s degrees in History and 

Li egal Studies. The education you receive 
will be ngorous yet 

Evening classes allow you to balance your 
life if you choose to work while you 
complete your B.A. and if you plan to go 
to law school, the will give 
qualified students guaranteed pathways 
into the Massachusetts School of Law. 
Even beiter, the college’s 

allows you to combine your senior year of 
college and first year of law school so you 
can eam your JD. in only six years rather 
than the traditional seven years. 


HISTORY &LEGAL STUDIES __ 
TEACHING HISTORY. MAKING HISTORY. Ba S09 
Call today or vist our website to request a catalog, schedule a Visit, and leam more iS 


- f= 


1 Some of the most generous 
= = transfer scholarships in the 
region—and they've just gotten 


better. 


Small class sizes: our 
w student/faculty ratio is 18:1. 


Visit campus today! 
Talk to an admissions 
conselor, tour the campus 
and ask current students 


about life at Rivier. 


calt 1-800-447-4843 


to schedule your visit. 


www.rivier.edu 


Ready to continue full time? 
» Check out our day programs. 


Choose from more than 30 undergraduate majors. 
You'll get hands-on experience and become part of 
a close-knit campus community. 


Need to work? 
» Consider our evening programs. 


Take advantage of flexible programs in business, 
computer science, communications, education, 
nursing and psychology. Hybrid, online, evening 
and weekend classes fit your busy schedule. 


Great facilities and a 

' @ convenient location. We've 
got everything you need to reach 
your personal and professional 


4 Catholic, co-educational 
college tocoted in Nashae, 
NM, Rivier is ane of the most 
affardabie private coueges 
in the region. Colt 1-800-447- 

COLLEGE 4843 oF visit werwovieredu 
420 Scuch Maw Street ¢ Naine, SH S088 to eam more. 


